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Nahum: Evocations of a Forgotten
Voyage

Visual Voice Art Gallery ¢ MONTREAL | QUEBEC | CANADA

MAR 03,2016 - APR02, 2016

Have you been to the Moon? Do you remember how the electric blue of

Earth emerges from the landscapes of dunes and rocks? Maybe you have
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forgotten it all.

Evocations of a Forgotten Voyage is a project by artist Nahum that explores

the possibilities of producing an intimate experience about a trip to the

Moon. This project addresses the limitations of such travels that were once

reserved to a group on twelve men that walked on the lunar surface.

Over a period of one year, Nahum, a trained hypnotist, executed several
hypnosis sessions to audiences in a series of theatres in Mexico and the
United Kingdom. Here he planted a false memory in people’s minds, a fiction
of a personal trip to the Moon. Such memory was carefully crafted with the
guidance of astronomers and geologists. During the hypnotic sessions a
soundscape was included to reproduce actual sounds of a rocket launch that
would aid the fixation of this impossible memory. Likewise, some participants
were asked to wear EEG headsets to record their brain activity whilst the

false memory was being planted on their minds.

Afterwards, Nahum worked closely with a radio astronomer in the South of
England where took the resulting brainwaves data and sent them as radio
signals to the Moon by using an Earth-Moon-Earth communication system.
Once the signals touched the Moon’s soil, they bounced back to Earth only to
find out that the original brain waves appeared heavily distorted by some

kind on Moon patina.

Later, the memories that visited the Moon as brainwaves were transferred to
metal plates using a technique called siligraphy. When the printing process
started, something unexpected happened: the printing revealed complex
images that appear to be loose parts of the actual Moon surface. Using image
comparison software we are finding those apparent surfaces on the actual
Moon. After all, maybe those memories are more than fiction, perhaps we are

just starting to remember our past cosmic travels.
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